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According to the Baron de Besenval, on the other
hand, "every sensible person understood that the
King was showing his aversion to the Cardinal who
had dared so boldly and indecently to compromise
the Queen; it was impossible that he should keep his
place any longer, and as for his exile, he had well
deserved it." Such was doubtless the opinion of
reasonable people, but reasonable people were rare in
Paris in 1786. The day of his departure, the Car-
dinal saw a vast multitude thronging the courtyards
of his house and calling him to the windows; he
appeared there and gave the crowd his episcopal
blessing.

The Abb6 Georgel, whose capacity for surprise is
really extraordinary, could not understand that Marie
Antoinette should not have been pleased with the
verdict. "Is it credible," he exclaims, "that the
news of the Cardinal's triumph had to be broken to
the Queen very gently? No one wished to announce
the result to her. Her dearest friend, the Duchess
of Polignac, was induced to tell her." Yes, Marie
Antoinette had measured with a glance the abyss
which calumny and hate were opening before her;
she perceived how far the treachery and malice of
her enemies would go. " Come," she said to Madame
Campan, " come, pity your insulted Queen, the vic-
tim of intrigues and injustice. But I, for my part,
will pity you as a Frenchwoman. If I, in a matter
which concerned my character, failed to find upright
judges, what can you expect if you should have a